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To be the centre of excellence in culture, heritage and the arts. 
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We aim to provide our clients and stakeholders with an enabling environment for the search 

for new knowledge anchored in the reclamation and preservation of African cultural heritage 

through research, teaching and creativity. 
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FOREWORD 

 

Great Zimbabwe University (GZU) was established by 

the Great Zimbabwe Act of 2007. To date, GZU has six 

faculties namely Agricultural and Natural Sciences, 

Arts, Commerce, Culture and Heritage Studies, 

Education and Social Sciences. 

All over the world, universities are ranked based on 

research, teaching and community service. It follows 

that, in order for GZU to rub shoulders with other 

universities of repute, it should excel in teaching, 

research and community service. Buoyed by the link 

between research and teaching, in all faculties and 

academic units of GZU, research in its various forms is 

regarded as the cornerstone of academic excellence. It is 

strongly believed that research develops and enhances 

the capacity of faculty to teach effectively.    

Furthermore, it is a given that in the current system of 

ranking universities, the contribution of research output to the total score is more than that of 

teaching and community service. Against this backdrop, GZU has created the Research and 

Postgraduate Studies office, to administer and coordinate all research activities in the 

University. 

 

In recognition of the critical role that research plays in universities, GZU strives to set aside 

5% of its total recurrent budget to research. At GZU, funding for research activities is 

administered through the University Research Board, whose functions are regulated by 

Procedures and Guidelines.  

 

In an effort to join other world class universities, GZU should identify research themes in line 

with its niche area. Thus, major research themes at GZU include Culture and Heritage, 

Agricultural and Natural Sciences, Arts, Commerce, Education and Social Sciences. 
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EDITORIAL  

 

This publication highlights research output at Great 

Zimbabwe University.  Research output is in form of 

books, book chapters, monographs, articles in refereed 

journals, conference presentations, and other academic 

works, such as technical reports and consultancies.  

 

To date, a total of 66 books have been produced by staff 

at GZU, single authored and collaboratively. Although 

this is quite a commendable achievement, the 

distribution of the works is skewed in favour of 

languages and education. The same trend is noticeable in  

Professor P. Gwirayi the distribution of book chapters.  Out of the 56 listed 

book chapters, the greater proportion is in the domain of 

languages and education.  

 

The quantity of journal articles documented in this publication unequivocally demonstrate that 

research productivity at GZU is high. The articles were published in various journals, both 

local and international. It is also pleasing to note that the journal articles adequately represent 

the various disciplines at GZU, notably Agriculture, Arts, Commerce, Culture and Heritage, 

Education and Social Sciences.  There is tremendous potential to publish in high impact 

journals. By and large, research output in this category is visible.  

 

At GZU, research is supported through the Research Board. Notwithstanding the prevailing 

economic meltdown, which continues to threaten the daily operations at the country's 

institutions of higher learning, staff members at GZU have been able to present papers at both 

local and international conferences. It is also worth noting that in 2012, GZU hosted the 39th 

Annual International Conference for the Southern Africa Society of Education (SASE), which 

demonstrates ability to become a flagshap in research, since most presenters were drawn from 

GZU.  

 

Overall, the research output, as documented in this publication, demonstrates tremendous 

potential for growth. Currently, the University has a number of research projects that are 

running and are being funded by the University through the Research Board. This is part of 

the 5 % of the university's total income that is set aside for research annually. It is envisaged 

that the research projects will add to the growth of research at GZU.  
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